Report on October 18 Open Meeting to Address Parental Concerns 
about Drugs and Alcohol
Follow-up Meeting Set for Wednesday, November 17 at 7pm in Warhawk Hall

Nearly 200 parents and others concerned about marijuana, alcohol or other drug use by students in the Vienna-Madison school community attended an open meeting jointly sponsored by the Vienna-Madison Community Coalition (VMCC) and Madison’s PTSA with FCPS officials.  
VMCC President Sara Freund said the meeting was held to address parent concerns and to better understand what Madison is already doing in its efforts to keep the school drug-free. “Results of the 2008 Fairfax County Youth Survey show that use is high among Madison students,” she said.  “But we also know that this is not just a school problem, as the vast majority of use does not happen on the school campus. Parents, community leaders, the school and our youth must all work together to make a difference.”

Dr. Phyllis Pajardo, FCPS Assistant Superintendent for Cluster II, told parents that “your attendance here certainly shows a level of concern.” She explained her role as being the liaison with parents, the school, school board, and the Board of Supervisors, and to share with board members and advocate for additional support, if needed.

Madison Principal Mark Merrell updated attendees on safety measures in place on the Madison campus and explained procedures under the Student Responsibilities and Rights (SR&R) handbook used to address possession of drugs and alcohol on campus. In addition, he indicated that he receives regular reports from Fairfax County police of Madison student arrests over the weekend, though noted in response to a question later that he does not receive such reports from the Town of Vienna Police Department.

Bill Curran, director of FCPS Student Activities and Athletic Programs, answered questions about the Extracurricular and Co-curricular Program Student Participation Policy.  Clarence Jones, coordinator of FCPS Student Safety and Wellness, answered parent questions about the SR&R policies. Leslie Roberts, Student Assistance Specialist with Fairfax County Alcohol and Drug Youth Services, let parents know that she is available for confidential consultations with students and families concerned about drugs and alcohol on alternating Wednesdays at Madison or by phone Monday through Friday.  
A question-and-answer session was facilitated by Diane Eckert, Executive Director of the Unified Prevention Coalition of Fairfax County Public Schools. She reviewed meeting ground rules that no names of Madison students or staff should be used and there should be no hearsay or third party stories. “We are setting an example for our youth.”
Parents expressed concerns about a range of issues including:

· Drugs on campus

· Smoking and marijuana use in the bathrooms

· Inadequacy of staff training on how to deal with student possession of drugs

· Inability to recognize team managers to whom concerns about drugs can be reported during sports events
· Lack of responsiveness to specific incidents of drug use brought to administrators’ attention by parents

· The “coolness” factor many students attach to drug and alcohol use

· The need for students to be accountable for their actions in violation of the law  

· A negative reputation of Madison High School with respect to drugs 
· Not utilizing best practices implemented by other schools  

Mr. Merrell said he and his Administrative staff would meet within 48 hours to review input from the meeting. During the meeting a list of next steps for further exploration was created. It includes: increasing visibility of Madison security staff in the building during the school day; involving parents in monitoring students at school and at school events; increasing communication by the principal with parents about enforcement strategies; using drug dogs on campus; holding more parent education forums; increasing youth involvement in prevention work; and expanding collaboration among school staff, parents, police, and the community.   

A follow-up VMCC open meeting is set for Wed., Nov. 17 at 7pm in Warhawk Hall.  At that meeting attendees will divide into work groups to formulate action plans based on the list of next steps.  If you are interested in getting involved, please notify the Vienna-Madison Community Coalition’s President, Sara Freund at sarafreund@verizon.net.  
Further information: 
For VMCC and prevention information, go to www.viennacommunitycoalition.com.

For countywide prevention materials, go to www.unifiedpreventioncoalition.org. 

For the Student Responsibilities and Rights Handbook, see http://www.fcps.edu/dss/ips/ssaw/SRNR/.
For the FCPS Extracurricular and Co-curricular Program Student Participation Policy, see http://www.fcps.edu/MadisonHS/Students/forms.html. 
