Minutes of Vienna-Madison Community Coalition General Meeting

Wed., Sept. 29, 2010
7:00-8:30pm
Church of the Good Shepherd 

2351 Hunter Mill Road 

Vienna, VA

I.
Welcome and Introductions

Sara Freund, VMCC President, welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the VMCC for the school year and each person introduced himself. The following were in attendance:  Maria Alvarez-Lundie, Gay Campbell, Karen Carter, Karen Derrico, Diane Eckert, Sara Freund, Nobue Hammamoto, Julie Headley, Mary Heppner, Edythe Kelleher, Erica and Ed Kenney, Cindi Kohrmann, Suz LeFrancois, Jeff Mosher, Alison Noll, Chris Noll, Jane Picardi, Joanna Ross, Jeff Stonerock, Mande & Kathy Swaak, Francine Vitek, Panthea Mohtasham,                                  

II.
Minutes

The minutes of the June 30, 2010 were distributed.  There was no Treasurer’s report this month.
III.
Discussion about Drug Use by Madison Students
A number of parents with children in the Madison pyramid of schools attended the meeting to share their concerns about drugs and alcohol use by students attending Madison High School.  Perceptions shared by parents at the meeting included marijuana being smoked in bathrooms, drug deals occurring on campus, and athletic teams being held to a different standard than other students with regard to possession of drugs and alcohol.  Parents noted that students not engaged in using drugs do not feel supported due to lack of enforcement of school rules.  Parents enabling use of drugs was also mentioned.  It was agreed that parents need to ban together to ensure a drug-free environment for our youth.  

Discussion about the FCPS Student Responsibilities and Rights (SRR) followed. Diane Eckert from the FCPS Student Safety and Wellness Office was able to shed light on the SRR and possible next steps to address drug and alcohol issues at Madison.  The SRR applies during the school day and the FCPS Extracurricular and Co-curricular Program Student Participation Policy applies to students involved in Madison sports teams and co-curricular activities both on and off school grounds. Both policies, consistent with Virginia law, prohibit a person under 21 from possessing, using, selling, giving or otherwise transmitting or being under the influence of any illegal drug or alcoholic beverage.  

It was generally agreed by the attendees that a meeting with Madison’s Principal Mark Merrell, the Director of Student Services, Director and Assistant Director of Student Activities, the SRO, the Cluster 2 Director, Assistant Superintendent for Cluster 2, and Leslie Roberts (a drug prevention specialist from ADYS) in the near future was in order to discuss:

1. Concerns about drug and alcohol use by Madison students
2. School policy and procedures for addressing drugs on campus, and 

3. How Madison H.S., parents, VMCC, FCPD, and others in the community can work together to provide a drug-free environment at school and in homes for our youth. 

It was also agreed that we need to come into the meeting with some constructive ideas for ways that parents can help including monitoring students during social and sports events, providing information to parents, helping to reinforce proper respect by students, training of team managers and teachers, and helping parents know where to turn for help. Parents want an action plan that includes benchmarks for assessment of progress along the way.
A possible date for the meeting is Wed., Oct. 13 at 7pm in Warhawk Hall at Madison High School. It was agreed that Sara Freund would request the meeting. 
A second step would be to hold a forum on the consequences of violating laws and school policies prohibiting possession of marijuana, alcohol and other drugs by students. There is a feeling that students are not bearing the consequences for their actions and that the whole Madison school community needs a recommitment to the uniform enforcement of zero tolerance for drugs and alcohol. 
In the future, we could also bring in speakers for the students such as Chris Skinner, Danny McCoy, or John Halligan.

When asked about other issues of concern to parents, the parents mentioned underage and binge drinking, bullying, and use of vulgar, inappropriate language by students and some school staff. 

Sara Freund alerted attendees to a letter currently in the mail to parents of all FCPS high school students to make them aware of local underage drinking data, laws, negative outcomes associated with underage drinking, and ways they can provide structure and guidance for their high school students. The current Parents Who Host, Lose the Most fact card distributed at the meeting was also mailed with the letter.   

IV.
Liaison Updates
A.
Elementary Schools Liaison Report– Sharmila Rao has succeeded in getting information about the VMCC onto the website for each of the elementary schools in an effort to reach out to elementary school parents. 

B.
Middle School Liaison: Gay Campbell announced that the PTA at Thoreau has organized an excellent monthly Parent Series bringing in excellent outside speakers. See http://www.fcps.edu/ThoreauMS/pta.htm  and look under Parent Education Series. 
C.
Karen Derrico is serving as the new liaison between VMCC and the Madison PTSA. 

V.
Upcoming Meetings of Note:

Oct. 18-23 – Operation Medicine Cabinet Cleanout, see http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/prevention/ 
Tues., Oct. 19, 7p.m., “Help for Teens in Turmoil” with author, Carol Maxym, Ph.D., Church of the Good Shepherd, 2351 Hunter Mill Road, Vienna, VA 22181. See www.unifiedpreventioncoalition.org.
Wed, Oct. 20, 7p.m., “Teen Dating Violence” with Tonya Turner, Sr Attorney/Expert with Break The Cycle,  St. George’s UM Church, 4910 Ox Road, Fairfax, VA. 

Thurs, Oct. 21, 7:30p.m., Community Meeting- Why don’t we make it easier and just lower the drinking age?” with Dr. Ralph Hingson, NIAAA, Cooper Middle School, 977 Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA.
Fri., Oct 22, 2010 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Substance Abuse Awareness Week Conference, Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. See http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/prevention/.  

Mon., Nov. 8, 7p.m., P.R.O.T.E.C.T. Forum on “The Realities of Teenage Substance Abuse,” for parents and students at Robinson High School. The public is invited.
Future meetings of the VMCC will be targeted for Wednesday evenings and/or PTSA meeting nights at Madison.  No schedule has been set yet. For further reference information, please see www.viennacommunitycoalition.com.

VI
Adjourn

Sara Freund thanked everyone for coming and Shamila Rao for bringing food to share at the meeting.  With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.

Prepared by Sara Freund
President, VMCC

October 12, 2010

 

 
